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ON SOBRIETY. 


(Concluded from page 151.) 


A further argument for sobriety in the young, may be drawn 
from a consideration oi the destiny which awaits them. To 
a contemplative mind this must appear a matter of great so- 
lemnity and importance. Even if we confine our thoughts 
_ to the present world, it may be deeply affecting to reflect on 
the good or the evil, the joy or the sorrow which any young 
person may experience in his journey through life. As yet 
he is wholly inexperienced as to the vicissitudes and the tri- 
als which await him. He is like a person on the border of 
the ocean, about to launch on a distant voyage, wholly uncer- 
tain whether he shall be wafted over a smooth sea, and by 
prosperous gales to his destined port, or be driven by furious 
winds and dashed in pieces among rocks and breakers, 
Doubtless some among the youth who will peruse these re- 
marks, are born to great temporal calamity and suffering. 
Their morsing sun perhaps shines brightly, and seems to 
promise a long and delightful day. But shortly their sky 
may be overcast, their prospects may be obscured, and be- 
fore it reaches the meridian, their sun may set in darkness, 
They may be destined to pass through poverty, and distress, 
and reproach to an early grave, or to linger out a longer pe- 
ried on earth in want of all —~ needful to render life a 
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blessing. With them the days of youth may be the only 
good days which they are ever to behold. But with regard 
to all who are now young, the future is involved in clouds 
and darkness; they are utterly unable to look a single step 
before them, unable to foretel in what a condition they shall 
be a month ora year to come. ‘The certainty that they must 
experience, as all other men have done, many trials, and 
hardships, and disappointments, should cause them now to 
be sober.. What prudent man, when beginning to travel a 
way beset with dangers and snares, would not proceed with 
serious reflection ? Who, unless destitute of discretion, would 
rush ferward with thoughtless levity, with heedless uncon- 
cer ? 

But were the young certain of as great success in the pre- 
sent world, as ever falls to the lot of man, they ought still to 
be sober-minded. Sobriety at their present age is absolutely 
needful to fit them for the rational enjoyment even of earthly 
good, and for the discharge of the important duties to which 
they must Soon be called. No man of wisdom and experi- 
ence, no man truly worthy of confidence and respect, was 
ever heard to complain that he had practiced too great sobri- 
ety in the days of his youth. Multitudes, however, have con- 
sidered it as matter of most serious regret, that in those days 
they were so unmindful of this virtue. 

But did a temporal destiny only await the young, their — 
motives to sobriety would be vastly diminished. But such 
is not the fact. They are destined to live forever beyond 
the grave—to live in a blessed nearness to God, in the en- 
joyment of perfect and endless happiness, or to be banished 
to an eternal distance from him and from all good, and con- 
signed to everlasting darkness, and misery, and despair, 
Now whether all this temporal and this eternal good shall be 
the portion of any individual, is likely to be determined by 
his conduct in youth. With most men, according to their 
behaviour at that period, are their character and their condi- 
tion both for time and for eternity. One giddy and thought- 
less step then, may place forever beyond -their reach, that 
present and that future good, which they would most highly 
prize. Such, my young friends, you should consider to be 
the consequences likely to result from your present conduct. 
You may well calculate, that your destiny for time and eter- 


















On Sobriety. 183 


nity, will be determined by what you shall do in a very few 
years. Will you then think it strange that I urge you to be 
sober-minded ? When results momentous as eternity, impor- 
tant as all which your immortal spirits are capable of enjoy- 
ing or of suffering forever—when such results are depending 
on your present conduct, will you consider this a season for 
levity? OQ! let considerations of this kind prevent your ex- 
cessive mirth—let them fill your minds with serious and 
solemn reflections. Remember while you laugh, and jest, 
and give a loose to your vain desires, you may be undone : 
while you sport with the gay, the enemies of your souls may 
gain a final victory over you, may ruin your peace forever. 
if you value your own everlasting well being—if you consid- 
er eternal happiness werthy to be sought, rather than eter- 
nal misery, let me exhort you to be sobereminded. 

As means of producing sobriety, I would direct the young 
to make themselves familiar with the Word of God. The 
deportment and the feelings of every person will be accord- 
ing to the subjects which usvally occupy his mind. He who 
thinks principally of the follies and amusements of the world, 
of the vanities of dress, or the trifles of fashion, must ‘possess 
a light and frivolous character. Much concern respecting 
things of this nature, and much familiarity with them, are 
wholly inconsistent with sobriety. But he who is familiar 
with the Holy Scriptures, who habitually studies them, and 
seeks to know what they contain, will almost of necessity, 
become sober-minded. Every thing which he will there find, 
is adapted to produce an air of seriousness. Nothing is light 
and trifling, but every thing weighty and solemn. ‘The ha- 
bitual and attentive perusal of the Sacred Volume, does in- 
sensibly, and almost necessarily, draw the mind away from 
the vanities and trifles of the world, and produce in it a habit 
of sober thinking. There the greatest, the most solemn and 
magnificent subjects are presented to the mind, in a manner 
peculiarly adapted to engage attention, and to exclude 
thoughts of other things. ‘The knowledge of the Word of 
God is, in every view, of vast importance tothe young. They 
had better be ignorant of all other books, than of that which 
came from heaven. But this knowledge is of special impor- 
tance tothem, as means of producing sobriety. It will occu- 
py that place in their minds, which might otherwise be oc- 















OE genes oe He 


ee Yn Oe 


POE 6 mei et lp ti a tae — 






































184 On Spbriety. 


eupied with subjects which are vain and trifling. It wil 
servé to draw off their thoughts from the vanities of the 
world, and to fix them on those great and eternal objects, 
with which they are most intimately concerned. Then let 
every young person make the sacred oracles his’ constant 
companion. Let him read some portion of them every day. 
That he may be acquainted with every part of that most in- 
teresting volume, let every one peruse it in course. It would 
be highly commendable in al] the young, to resolve to read 
through the Holy Scriptures once every year; and to redeem 
time ‘enough from folly and amusement, or from indolence, 
to carry this résolution into effect. Unquestionably the most 
sober among cur youth, are those who have most knowledge 
of the Bible. 

As means of sobriety, let my youthful readers also accus- 
tom themselves. when alone, to reflect on subjects which are 
serious and important. Jet them contemplate the character 
of the infinite and glorious God; the account which they 
must ere long give to him, and the eternal state of existence, 
‘6 which they are hastening. Let them think of that pure, 
. prove and Almighty Being, by whom they exist ; who up- 
iiolds the Universe by the word of his power ; 3 sustaining the 
sun in its place; guiding the stars of heaven in their courses, 
and giving life to the insect under their feet; who is at the 
same instant present throughout unlimited space, and, though 
unseen himself, sees and knows all things; and before whose 
magnificence and glory, all created majesty and beauty sink 

‘nto nothing. Surely the thought of such magnificence, and 
such glory, must fill the mind with reverence and awe, must 
panish from it every thing vain and trifling. My young 
triends, think of your Maker, and let his excellency make 
you afraid, and let his dread fall upon you :-in this manner 
you cannot fail to become sober-minded. 

The young should always keep in mind the solemn reck- 
oning which they must have at the bar of God;—they should 
never forget that he has appointed a day in which he will 
judge the world in righteousness ;—that whether they are 
trifling or sober, whether they do good or doevil, whether they 
keep their passions under restraint, or give them free indul- 
gence, for all these things, God will bring them into judg- 


ment. Let them know that for every idle werd which they a 
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speak, they must give account to God. Let them endeavore 
to realize to themselves, the majesty and terror of the day, ix 
which this account must be given. Let them fix. their 
thoughts on the awful solemnity of appearing im company 
with the Universe, before the Great Judge of all—before 
Him whose eyes are as a flame of fire, and of there having 
every thought, and word, and action, and motive of their 
whole lives brought into full view. Would not the most 
giddy youth be sober, did he know that he must be thus ex- 
posed before an assembly—a few hundreds of his fellow-men, 

in order that they might pass their judgment upon him ? 
How much more then is it suited to make him sober, to be 
sensible that such an exposure must take place before God 
himself and his angels, as well as all the men, who have 
lived, or who shall live to the end of time. If ‘the thought 
of this were always present to the minds of the young, we 
should hardly witness in them a want of sobriety. But the 
solemn transactions of the judgement day, are to be followed 
by that eternal state for which every young person should 
consider himself destined. Let every one then reflect, that 
he is forever to rise from glory to glory in heaven, or to sink. 
from depth to depth in the world of despair; that all his 
present conduct is intimately connected with his welfare 
throughout eternal ages ; and will he not be sober-minded ? 
How impressive, how awful is the thought of eternity, how 
well adapted to produce in every mind the utmost seriousness 
and solemnity ! Who can think of it, and not be sober? It 
is because the young think of it so little, that they are so vain 
and trifling. ‘Then let them all, of every character, reflect 
much on the everlasting state which is before them ; such 

reflection must produce most happy effects. Even to those 
youths who have experienced the love of God, and who walk 
in his fear, it is needful to enable them to resist temptation, 
to free themselves from vanity and foily, and to exhibit that 
sobriety which is a special ornament to the Christian char- 
acter. / 

Young persons should likewise fix their thoughts on the 
great end, for which they came into existence. © This is; that 
they may glorify God and enjoy him forever. But how can 
this end be accomplished, unless they lead a life of sobriety ? 
Who ever effected any essential good in the world, who ever 
16* 
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aimed at the advancement of the honour of his Maker’s 
name, while allowing his depraved appetites and passions to 
have dominion over him, or while indulging himself in incon- 
siderate mirth? And how can any one, so long as he lives 
in this manner, expect to be prepared for the everlasting en- 
joyment of a pure and Holy God? Serious reflection on the 
great.end of their existence, is of itself sufficient to excite the 
young to sobriety; since they must thus be sensible, that 
without it, this end can never be accomplished. 

As another means of sobriety, the young should consider 
that they are always in the immediate presence of God. 
They should knew that they can never hide themselves from 
his observation ; that the thickest covering of darkness will 
not conceal them from his view ; that his eye penetrates al! 
disguises, and fixes directly on the inmost recesses of their 
hearts. Let the impression of these things be always on the 
mind, and it must beget sobriety. Who can be giddy and 
trifling, or who profane and profligate, while he feels that 
God sees him? Would you then, my young friends, have 
your evil propensities in proper subjection ? would you have 
all your thoughts, and all your behaviour, such as become 
candidates for eternity ? Never allow a sense of the divine 
presence to be absent from your minds; endeavour always 
to feel the import of the solemn inquiry, Whither shall I go 
from thy Spirit, or whither shall I flee from thy presence ? 
Let it be impressed on your minds, that though you may 
forget God, he never overlooks you, is never unmindfal of 
what you are doing <A due impression of this, must surely 
have greater influence than all things besides, to subdue your 
sinful desires; to check your thoughtless levity; to render 
you mindful of your obligations to your Maker, to your fel- 
low men, and to yourselves; in a word, to produce that 
sobriety which most highly becomes you as rational, immor- 
tal, and accountable beings. ALPHA. 


ACCOUNT OF SARAH HASSEL. 


The Almighty Governor of events employs many methods 
to bring guilty sinners to a knowledge of themselves, and of . 
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their need of a Saviour; and while he raisetl up one and 
putteth down another, who shall say—What doest thou? The 
saving efficacy of the blood of Jesus is not confined to the 
great and mighty of this world, but .it extends to the cottage 
of the poor; and we often find, that while the rich man re- 
fuses to partake of the bread of life, preferring the husks of 
worldly gratification, those whose lot below is penury and 
pain, gladly feed on the heavenly manna to the saving of 
their souls. ‘The young person of whom we are about to 
write was of this class; she had little to recommend her in 
the eyes of the world; her days were few, and marked with 
a series of afflictions and hardships; but, He who has prom- 
ised to look to him who is of a humble and contrite spirit 
heard her plaint ; he turned her mourning into joy, and pre- 
pared her for the glories of Heaven, 


‘¢ Where all is calm, and joy, and peace.” 


Sarah Hassel was the daughter of a poor widow, whose 
young family depended upon her own exertions for support. 
Always delicate in her health, Sarah had not been sent regu- 
larly to scho6l, and had enjoyed but few opportunities of in- 
struction; but though she was denied many outward means 
of improvement, she was not suffered to perish for lack of 
knowledge. A younger sister was admitted into the Green 
School, Steward Street, Spitalfields, and soon evinced by her 
conduct that she had not been sent there in vain, by early 
manifesting an anxiety respecting her soul’s salvation; and 
having herself become a partaker of gospel blessings, she la 
boured earnestly to convince her sister of the importance of 
eternal things. In the evening, after her return from school, 
she used to teach Sarah the hymns she had learnt, and the 
lessons she had received during the day: these instructions 
did not, however, last long, for it pleased God early to re- 
move this promising child to more peaceful regions ; and at 
the age of eleven years, she left this world with a hope 
blooming with immortality. After her sister’s death, Sarah 
was obliged to go to service, and was unfortunately placed 
under the roof of a family who did not fear God, and who 
scoffed at those who would not join them in breaking his 
commandments. Although Sarah suffered much opposition 
from these people, she was enabled to maintain the integrity 
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of her conduct, and she shuddered at the thought of openly 
profaning the name of that God whom her departed sister 
had taught her to love. She was not, however, exposed a 
great while to these temptations ; for, breaking a blood-ves- 
sel, she was obliged to return to her mother’s cottage, from 
which she never afterwards removed. During the months of 
languor and pain with which it pleaséd God to visit her, she 
was gradually led to view her own state as a sinner in a way 
she had never done before; and, as she saw her end ap- 
proaching, the language of her soul unceasingly became— 
“ What must I do to be saved?” By an apparently. trivial 
circumstance her situation was mentioned to one of the visit- 
ors of the Stranger’s Friend Society, who called upon her and 
found her earnestly seeking the salvation of her soul: she 
was afraid to die, being conscious of her exceeding sinfulness, 
and of her unfitness to stand before a pure and holy God. 
Jesus was held out to her as a Saviour ready and willing to 
save to the uttermost those who come unto God by him ; and 
she was invited to seek an interest in his blood, and to be as- 
sured of his willingness to receive her. Prayer was offered 
up on her behalf, and the visitor left the room, believing 
that the desire of her soul would be granted; and he was not 
mistaken. She was again visited, and was soon enabled to 
lay hold on Jesus as her only hope, and to believe in him to 
the saving of her soul. As her body became weaker, her 
spiritual strength was renewed ; her faith was stronger, her 
hope more lively, and with joyful anticipation she looked 
forward to the moment when she should realize the happi- 
ness which she now delighted to contemplate. She was pot 
able to read herself; but, whiie listening to the werd of God, 
her whole soul seemed absorbed in-the precious truths it co 
tained, and her astonishment excited at the love and conce- 
scension of Christ in giving himselfa ransom for sinners. A 
friend who went to see her, and who was struck with tne pa- 
tience with which she bore her accumulated disorders, enqui- 
red if she did not think God dealt hardly with her: with an- 
imation she replied, “Ono: he is very goods ; my sufferings 
are great, but they are nothing to what my Saviour endured 
for me.” It was then asked if she was afraid to die. “ No, 
20t in the least,” she answered : “ for I believe the Lord wil! 
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have mercy upon me.” “ But,” it was enquired, “ what 
reason have you, Sarah, to think that God, who is of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity, can have mercy on you, who 
have sinned against him?” “T know,” said she, “lama 
sreat sinner; but Jesus Christ died for sinners, and I am 
sure that God will pardon my sins for his Son’s sake—he has 
promised he will. God is very good to me; he raises me up 
many friends, and he gives me patience to bear al! he lays up* 

on me.” Being asked if she ever thought of death before her 
illness, she said she often had felt impressed with the belief 
that she should not live long; and then she reflected upon 
her sins, and trembled at the thought that she was not pre- 
pared to stand before God; but it was not till she was shut 
out from earthly objects that she had seriously considered the 
value of religion. 

Her fits of coughing often threw her body into violent 
pain; and while supported by her distressed parent who 
vainly endeavoured to afford relief to her dying child, Sarah’s 
prayer was for patience that she might hold on to the end; 
and her gratitude was excited that her Heavenly Father pre- ‘ 
served her from murmuring. A short time before her depar- 
ture, her mother hinting at the possibility of her recovery, 
with holy triumph she exclaimed,—“ Mother, it is impossible ! 
it would be wicked to wish as | am more than half-way te 
glory.” 

The three last days of her life she was sinking fast, and 
was able to say but little; but her confidence was unshaken, 
and her dependence on the merits of Christ increased as she 
drew near the borders of the grave; nor did her Saviour 
leave her comfortless : round her and beneath were spread 


“ The everlasting arms ;” 


and, after a painful struggle in which she could only raise her 
hand in token of victory, she fell asleep in Jesus on Monday 
morning, 21st June, 1819, aged seventeen years. C. 
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DIALOGUE 


BETWEEN AN AUNT AND HS§R NIECE 


Elizabeth. Well, Amelia, the season has almost arrived 
for the Sabbath school to commence ;—tlu you not feel im- 
patient for the time ? 

Amelia. 1 do, indeed, Aunt; I have been learning hymns, 
and passages in the Bible, for more than a month. 

: E. Why have you been preparing for school so long before- 
and ? 

A. Because Pa has promised to make me a present of a 
fine new Bible, if I will learn as much this summer as I 
did last. 

£. How much did you learn last summer P 

A. Nearly one thousand verses and answers. 

E. Have you no other object in view, but merely to com- 
mit your lesson to memory, so as to be able to repeat it ? 

A. That is all which will be necessary for me, in | order to 
obtain the present Pa has promised me. 

E. Do not the verses which you learn, tell you, that you, 
and all other little girls, are very great sinners, and have need 
of a Saviour ? 

' A. I remember they say that little children must go unto 
Christ, and ask forgiveness for all the bad actions which they 
have ever dene. 

E. What are the promises made to those who do this ? 

A. 'They teach us that such little children will become 
good, and be beloved by all good people. 

E. Do they not likewise tell you that Christ loves such 
hittle children, and that he. will give them a new heart, and 
inake them happy in this world, and when they come to die, 
take them to heaven, to be with him ? 

A. I think, if Iremember right, they do. 

E. Have you ever been into your closet, and prayed that 
God, for the sake of Jesus Christ, would change your heart, 
and bestow upon you all those good things, for which your 
verses tell you to pray ? 

A. I do not recollect, Aunt, that I ever have. 























. Si aesc am tee 


ey teed res hvrHlUlC re lCPTF.UCUA 


. *—* = al 


A whmwHhs 














Dialogue between an Aunt and her Niece. 19k 


E. Why, do you not think that the gifts which Christ is 
able to bestow upon you, of far more value, than the present 
which you will obtain, by barely committing the verses to 
memory ? 

A. I should like to become a good girl, and commit no 
more sins. I wish that Aunt would tell me something more 
about the Saviour. | 

E The Saviour, my Niece, who is new in heaven, and 
who hears all the prayers. which are offered up to him by 
his children, was once ‘on this earth. He came into 
this: world, and went about doing good. He performed 
many wonderful works which no man before him ever did. 
To those that were blind he gave sight, and those that were 
sick he restored to health. The object of his mission into 
our world, was to provide a way for the salvation of fallen 
man ; .and this great work he accomplished. But notwith- 
standing his whole object was to do good unto men, he was 
by them persecuted, and.at last put to a most cruel death. 
He was, as the prophet expresseth it, “ despised and rejected 
of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.” 

A. Why did wicked men want to put such a good man to- 
death ? : 

E. It was owing to the depravity of their hearts; they 
were so proud, and haughty, that they could not. bear to be 
reproved by him when they had been guilty of gross sins. 
They despised him, ana hated the doctrines which he deliv- 
ered unto them. ‘They were his most bitter enemies; and 
so are all, who are now living, his enemies, and have the 
same hatred to his doctrines, whose hearts have not been 
changed. 

A. What. will Christ do to those who hate him, and sin 
against him 

_E. When they die, he will sead them to a place of tor- 
ment; for we read in Matth. “ That the Son of man shall 
send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his king- 
dom all those that do iniquity; and shall cast them into a 
furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

A. What must I. do, Aunt, that my wicked heart may 
be taken from me, and that | may become a good girl, and 
love Christ, that when I die I may go te heaven, and be 
happy with him for ever ? 
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E. You must go into your closet and pray God, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, to forgive all the bad things which you 
have ever done, and to subdue your wicked passions, and 
make you to hate sin, and love holiness. 

_ A. Will Christ hear such a wicked girl as Iam, if I go 
and pray unto him? 

E. Yes, Christ always hears those who call upon him in 
faith, and there is very great encouragement for those who 
are young, to seek after Christ. For we read, that “he took 
little children in his arms and blessed them, and said, “ suffer 
little children to come unto me, and forbid them not; for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven:” and he likewise says, 
*‘ thase who seek me early, shall find me.” 

A. lam very glad that Aunt has told me all these things 
concerning the Saviour. I hope that at the Sabbath School 
this summer, I shall not only learn my lesson, but shall learn 
to love Christ, and.repent of all my sins. I feel that lam a 
creat sinner; I hope that Aunt will pray for me, and talk 
with me more about Christ to-morrow. 

E. My dear Niece, I will pray for you, but you must 
pray for yourself; go unto the Saviour, confess all your sins, 
and pray fora new heart. Do not forget what I have told 
you; think of the encouraging promises which are held out 
to those who are young; but remember, that although you 
are young, you have committed many sins, for which God is 
very angry with you. ‘This may be the Jast opportunity you 
will ever have for repentance ; and if you do not improve it, 
how miserable will be your situation, when you come to die. 
Because you are now young, you must not flatter yourself that 
you have a great while to live, and that it will be time 
enough for you to repent, when you become old. It is very 
uncertain whether your life will be spared; but even if it is, 
the probability that you will repent when you become old, is 
very small. The Bible gives no encouragement to those 
who defer repentance till a more convenient season, which 
will never arrive. The Scriptures command us to “ seek the 
Lord while he may be found, and to call upon him while he 
is near.” But, Amelia, as it is getting to be late, I must bid 
you good night. I will see you again in the morning, if our 
lives are spared, and we will converse more on the great con- 
cerns of our souls. 
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ON THE SELECTION OF YOUTHFUL ASSO- 
CIATES. 


There is scarcely any thing of more importance to young 
persons, than a judicious selection of associates. In the ear- 
ly part of life, when the mind is tender and susceptible of 
slight impressions, the dangers resulting from the evil exam- 
ple of the wicked and the vicious are to be avoided with more 
care,and shunned with more vigilance. The character is then 
just beginning to be formed, and those habits are then insen- 
sibly assumed, which are te continue with us through life. 
At this period the foundation is laid, on which is to be built 
all our future hopes, and upon laying i it aright, depends much 
of our future happiness or misery. 

To those just entering on the journey of life, before the 
body and the mind have acquired strength by exercise, fre- 
quent relaxatien from the toils of labour and study seem pe- 
culiarly necessary. Ignorant, too, at this period, of the al- - 
most innumerable ills that, will beset them, during their pro- — 
oress through this “vale of tears,” and little aware that all 
sublunary pursuits ‘must finally terminate in “trouble and 
vexation of Spirit,” they imagine that they shall glide down 
the stream of life with no opposition from opposing waves or 
tempests The sky looks clear and bright, and hope promises 
them a long life of calm serenity. [very thing before them 
presents scenes of happiness and joy. Unoccupied with fear 
of approaching evils, with all the gaiety and thoughtless levity 
of youth, they seek relief from the fatigue of long attention 
and confinement in innocent recreation and amusement. 
Such amusements, my young fricnds, if they be seasonable 
and innocent, conduce to your health, your cheerfulness, and. 
your happiness. From such recreations I would not seek to 
deter you. {f would not desire to damp your ardour with 
the gloom of seclusion, or deny you any gratification consis- 
tent with your duty to your Creator. My only aim is to in- 
struct you in your choice of those whom you aré to make the 
partners and associates of your youthful recreations and 
amusements. ‘The wise and the good, are ever warning you 
of the contagious effects of evil example. They will tell you 
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that we are constituted with such natures and dispositions, as 
to imbibe the principles, and insensibly contract the habits 
of those around us. Long. acquaintance and constant famil- 

idrity, make objects, which at first, excited only disgust and 
horror, lose their deformity, and perhaps even render them 
pleasing. A constant attendance on scenes of distress, 
will soon cease to raise within you those emotions of pity 
which you felt when witnessing them for the first time; and 
what once filled you with terror, may, at length, become a 
subject of pleasing contemplation. But the case is pre-emi- 
nently so with regard to the effects produced by a familiarity 
with the wicked. If you make the profane your associates, 
oaths the most impious will be the sound which will most 
frequently meet your ear; and your tongue, at the thought of 
which you once would have shuddered, will soon lisp nothing 
but curses. If you make the vicious your companions, acts, 

at the bare recital of which you formerly startled, will be- 
come your delight. Vice, when you are accustomed to see 
it daily in those who are the friends and partners of your sports, 
will soon appear to you in all the loveliness of virtue. The 
sense of shame will soon be lost, one sin will follow close in 
the footsteps of another, and you be hurried on in the course 
of destruction, till it be too late to return, and you be lost, 
past all recovery. 

Trust not, my young friends, to the natural goodness of 
your disposition, and the excellence of your education, how: 
ever moral or religious it may have been, to preserve you 
frem the influence of vice. She will prove, when you are con- 
stantly exposed to temptation, but a weak defence against its 
encroachments. Shun the company of the wicked, and never 
mingle in any of their sports. Make the virtuous and the 
good your only companions, and you will become habitually 
conversant with whatever is great, noble, and worthy ef your 
unitation. You will soon learn to view vice as it really i is, 
a hideous and deformed monster. You will love virtue for 
the loveliness of its attributes. Remember, too, that you are 
now forming habits which you must carry with you to your 
grave: and that an error, committed in your youth, may be 
the cause of woe through the endless ages of eternity. Es- 
iablish yourselves in the early part of life, on the immutable 
basis of virtuous principles. 








Lay now the foundation of a | 
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character on which you may reflect with delight in old age, 
and thea, when tottering ou the verge of the grave, you may 
lock oack on your past life without regret, and look forward 
to happiness which shall never end. Z. 


— 
COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


CONSTITUTION OF A JUVENILE SOCIETY, 
WITH REMARKS. 


To THE Eviror, Sir,—! send you the following Constitution of a 
Society recently formed in this place, hoping that the example of the 
youth here may stir up many in other places to do likewise. 


We the undersigned, being sensible how highly important 
to cur temporal and spiritual well-being are the religious 
privileges, -and the religious education with which God 
has favoured us ; and, desirous of extending to the benighted 
heathen of our country these inestimable blessings, do hereby 
form ourselves into a Society for this purpose, by the name 
of the Juvenile Society of ; and subscribe to the follow- 
ing Articles. 

1. Each member shall be holden to pay into the Treasury 
of the Society, a sum equal to 52 cents a year, to be paid in 
advance, either weekly, momthly, or annually, 

2. Some member of the Society shall be chosen, who 
shall take the office of Treasurer and Secretary, and whose 
duty it shall be to receive all monies, and keep a faithful ac- 
count of the same, and at the close of each year to pay them 
over to the Treasurer of the Board of Foreign Missions, to 
be applied solely to the missions amongst the heathen in ow 
own country. 

3. ‘Tie annual meeting of the Society shall be holden on 
the first Saturday in January; at which time the accounts 
of the Treasurer shall be examined, and all the business o1 
the Society be transacted. 

4. Any member, desirous of withdrawing his or her name, 
shall signify the same at the annual meeting, or be considered 
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a member, and bound to pay his or her assessment, through 

the year. 

- The members of the Society are all under the age of fif- 

teen years. Some of them have agreed to provide for the an- 
nual tax by some slight self-denial; such as abstaiming from 
the use of sugar in their tea, and from those luxuries which 
they have obtained at the confectioners, &c. Others are to 
provide funds by their industry in the garden during the sum- 
mer. Whether they will fulfil those resolutions, which from 
the impulse of good feelings they have formed, is uncertain. 
Nor is it a matter of great importance, in our ‘estimation, if 
they should not. Some have thought it desirable that the 
exercise of benevolence in children, should be connected 
with some act of self-denial on their part. They have 
supposed that in this way the selfishness of the heart 1s 
counteracted I shall not, at present, enquire into the cor- 
rectness of this sentiment; but would only query $whether 
there be not some danger of checking the benevolent feelings, 
by connecting the bestowment of alms, with self-denial. 

It is certainly very important, that children should be early 
interested in the promotion of the Redeemer’s Kingdom 
among men. If their minds can be led to contemplate the 
efforts which are making toevangelize the world, a great ad- 
vantage will be gained. The sympathies of children are 
easily excited, when their attention is once fixed. Societies, 
similar to that herein noticed, are calculated to excite an in- 
terest in the youthful breast, which may be improved by pa- 
rents, and may lead to the happiest consequences. The 
children who belong to such a Society will be anxious to 
know something of its design: the parents may hence take 
occasion to expatiate on the wretched state of the heathen 
without the gospel; on the blessings which follow its pro- 
mulgation; on the duty and obligations of Christians to assist 
in its dissemination through the world, &c. &e. ‘The trans- 
ition would be very easy from such topics of a general na- 
ture, to those of a more particular and personal interest. 
You may, with greater hopes of success, press home upon 
the conscience of children the necessity of making religion a 
subject of their anxious concern; and open to them the su- 
perior ovligations of those who enjoy the means of salva- 


tion, and the dreadful consequences of neglecting these . ~ 
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means. Some parents neglect to converse with their child- 
ren upon the state of their souls, because they cannot easily 
introduce the subject. Such a Society would _ a topic 
of conversation, which would easily enable a re gious parent 
to make a particular application of the doctrines and duties 
of the gospel, to the hearts of his children, without the unpleas- 
ant embarrassment, arising from an abrupt introduction of 
the subject. 

We sincerely hope that parents will encourage their child- 
ren to form Societies similar to the one above mentioned. 
The advantages which our youth will derive from the exercise 
of such benevolence, must be great. They will early feel a 
deeper interest in the cause of missions than they other- 
wise would ; they will be more likely to furnish their minds 
with religious knowledge; they will be anxious to become 
acquainted with the moral condition of the heathen; and will 
learn to appreciate the privileges of the gospel. 

‘The expense attending such a society is but small. There 
are but few families unable to sustain it. If the feelings of 
children can be once enlisted in the object, they will contrive 
means to meet the expense, without laying any additional 
burden upon the parents. Many children waste a much 
greater sum every year, and probably every month, in those 
trifling luxuries, which are injurious to health. If they can 
be persuaded to devote a portion of their pocket money to the 
cause of religion, they will, in general, be much better satis- 
fied, than in. pampering their appetite. Let religious pa- 
rents, then, in every town, endeavour to interest their children 
in the formation of a benevolent society. ‘They will find, by 
experience, the beneficial effects of it. While they thus as- 
sist in sending the bread of life to those who are perishing, 


their own families will be enriched with spiritual treasures, 
AMICUS, 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
“EET ME THINK FIRST.” 
A habit of precipitately and hastily transacting the business 


ef this life, is the source of more evils than we at first imagine. 
37* 






































so 

























ee ee 


+ Te. + ee eee 


TT ARI ca i a 
Se, : Pere 
~~ - SF tag des 
ae > swe 2 
2 ‘ a _— a 2 


lta cele ama NS ll a. Some 
~ "te = 


—-— ee 6 ee ER ee 


198 “ Let me thiak jirst.” 


“Let me think first,” said a little boy in the street, as he 
turned round from another lad, of larger size, and who had 
evidently seen more years; ‘ Let me think first. And as 
he made the @xpression, he clenched his pen-knife closer in 
his hand. The truth was, he had received his knife as a pre- 
mium for diligence and obedience in school; and an older 
boy, of more subtlety and less honesty, was then urging him 
to exchange it for some trifling toys. ‘Though the little rag- 
ged fellow had hardly arrived to what some would call years 
of discretion, yet he seemed to have more consideration than 
most boys of his age, and indeed more than some men. By 
thinking first, he saved his knife. 

How many difficulties and dangers might be avoided by 
thinking first. Could children be taught early, to think be- 
fore entering upon pursuits incident to their years, the break- 
ing of many heads and limbs might be saved ; and many dan- 
gerous precipices, where lives are lost, might be shunned. 
How many immoral habits might be prevented. How many 
profane oaths would never be heard. How lessened would 
be the number that occupy prisons and penitentiaries. And 
Oh! How many parents’ hearts, that are now destined to bleed, 
would never be wounded. 

Parental instructions, restrictions, and admonitions, are 
given with the kindest intentions and the warmest wishes for 
the welfare of children. Before such instructions are neg- 
lected, such restrictions transgressed, and such admonitions 
slighted, should we not think ? think seriously ? Habit is sel- 
dom overcome, and yet habit succeeds the first neglect, the 
lirst act of transgression, and the first evasion of parental ad- 
monitions, with a facility, that can scarcely be conceived. 
How important that we think at every step. 

Are we tempted to. enter into any forbidden amusements, 
think first.” Would we participate in any unhallowed 
pleasures, “ think first,” lest we stray into paths which lead 
to ruin. 

The human heart is prone to cherish resentments and 
hatred; but before we indulge these bitter propensities, let us 
think. Let us think how we shall, and how we should act, 
speak and appear, when we meet the individual, against whom 
we cherish resentment and hatred, and how we shall feel, 


when his grave is all that we can behold of him. “ The , 
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grave of buried love,” has been the favourite theme of the 
best hearts, and the source of the tenderest emotions. But, 
think of the grave of buried resentments! There lies the 

nerveless arm of a foe; the cold heart of a rival; the wast- 
ing flesh of an enemy, or the thoughtless head of an envied 
superior. Short, indeed, is the triumph over human flesh, 
the persecution of a worm, of dust—and vain the opposition 
of man, of a shadow. But, these are not the most severe 
and humiliating reflections. Keener and overwhelming 
emotions succeed. ‘The day of atonement, with him, for all 
unkindness is past ; the grave envelopes him for time. His 
soul has been retarded im its progress to bliss, perhaps ruined 
and lost forever; perhaps it now sinks under accumulated 
suffering. ‘To this miserable condition, possibly, nay proba- 
bly, these resentments and this hatred contributed. Happy, 
happy could these cleds afford an eternal envelope for the 
survivor. In the exclamation, “ God be merciful,” is his 
only comfort. 

At is not alone necessary to think before every step, in 
our intercourse with the world, in our bargains, in our com. | 
mon-place compliments of the day; but it is important, and 
more so than in any thing else, when we form our religious 
or irreligious opinions, to “ think first.” The Bible should 
not be cast aside without thought. The truths of that sacred 
book should not be hastily rejected. ‘That ever active and 
ever thinking part of man, the soul, can never loose its ac- 
tivity or thinking faculties. Either now, or in time to come, 
it must think. Either here, or hereafter, think it will. ‘Think 
now what thoughts may hereafter arise. G. 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


LETTER FROM A SON TO A FATHER. 


November 14th, 1820. 

Think not, dear and honoured Parent, that so long a sic 
fence on my part, has been owing to the unwelcomeness of 
the subject on which I had proposed to communicate my 
thoughts. I did intend to write soon; but a journey in my 
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vacation, and a very large school since my term commenced, 
with some other obstacles, have hitherto prevented. In the 
mean time I have been endeavouring, (but alas! how feeble 
must be all my endeavors,) to make some advances, or at 
least beginnings in such a life, as is alone worthy of a ration- 
al, an immortal being ;—have been trying to “ enquire the 
way to Zion;” but O, how far from keeping my “ face” 
steadily directed thitherward. 

Sufier me, however, in order to place myself in a fair 
point of view, before I proceed to the more immediate ob- 


ject of this letter, to take a brief retrospect of the indolent, un-- 


godly race I have hithertorun. And QO! that1 might be en- 
abled, in the course of it, if not to receive any real advantage 
by a review of past errors and follies, at least to convince 
an ever dear parent, that his good seed of instruction has 
not been altogether sown on the bleak and sterile rocks of 
stupid ingratitude, Or, if I might be so happy as to express 
properly, though faintly, the obligations I lie under to my 
dear father, for his kind care and unwearied attention, 
even for my temporal welfare, I should not consider 
my few moments labour wholly lost. For, looking back, as 
far as my memory is capable of retracing, I behold the same 
careful guide of my steps, the same unwearied protector of 
my weakness, and the same gentle, though faithful reprover 
of my faults. 

Indeed, when I reflect on the many weary, anxious days, 
and sleepless nights, which were spent over my child- 
hood—yet, alas! the one, to whom, perhaps, I am 
under equal obligations, has gone where, though she may still 
exercise a tender solicitude for her unworthy son, I trust she 
has no cares of her own, but to ehant the praises of Imman- 
uel. 

When I reflect on the unwearied attention F received in 
hours of sickness ; the pains taken to teach my feet to walk, 
and my tongue to speak; the food, the raiment, with which 
I have been even to this time supplied ; and above all, the ex- 
ertions that have been used to form my youthful mind— To 
teach the young idea how to shoot”—the means of useful ed- 
ucation I have enjoyed;—and then think on the return I 
have made.;—that, instead of any adequate remuneration, I 
have been unthankful, obstinate and disobedient ; what shal! 
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i say >—what shall I think P—I would—which is ‘all FE can 
do—say that I am grateful for the favours; but the wilful 
faults would contradict the assertion yet, I consider my- 
self under greater, very far greater obligations than those 
I have mentioned. I speak with regard to the labours 
that have been bestowed on my immortal soul. I hum- 
bly believe, that, if I am ultimately saved, it will be —w- 
ing, under a gracious God, to the seeds of pious instruc- 
tion implanted in my young and tender mind. ‘The 
more [ reflect on it, the more I am convinced by the reflec- 
tion, as indeed from’ experience and observation of the infi- 
nite importance of a religious education. You doubtless re- 
collect, that our Rev. Pastor, whea you were here, teuched, 
as he frequently’ does, on this peint. In answer to ‘the argu- 
ment, that children should not have their minds immaturely 
biassed by religious instruction, but that it should be left to 
their riper years to choose a religion for themselves, he replies, 
with his usual plainness—“ they will choose for themselves 
the way to destruction.” But on the other hand, “ Although” 

(in the words of an excellent author,) “ our first years seldern . 
supply that sober ear, which the lessons of religion demand ; 

yet then every avenue to the heart 8 OOS 5 ana Ghatever 
spirit.is intreduced into the system, usually lives, though per- 
haps latent, and animates the frame forever.” © Early piety 
may sometimes languish, but then it is but for a seasop ;—as 
rivers sometimes suddenly disappear, but as often rise again 
in some distant spot, with brighter waves and increased ra- 
pidity.” He adds, “TI have ‘seldom seen the grey hairs of 
religion silver the head which was not early taught of heav- 
en.” How many proofs of the justness of these sentiments 
are furnished by the experience of our lives, and the obser- 
vation of every day. But to return from what I hope has 
not beena wholly useless digression, the question might be with 
propriety asked—“ What have I been doing ail these one- 
and-twenty years I have lived upon earth : 2?” Alas! I have 
been doing “ what I ought not to have done, and leaving un- 
done what I ought to have done.” ‘The seventeen first years 
of my life were too similar to those of other young, careless 
mortals, to make it necessary for me to give their particular 
history to any observant ehristian, although he were a stran- 
ger, and not like yourself, intimately acquainted with their 
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manner of passing off. I was for the most part busied with 
this or that vain amusement; or, if I had now and thea, un- 
der your instruction, a sting of conscience, or even a desire 
to escape everlasting misery, it soon wore away. Iwas too 
much engaged with the fleeting «2 ities of time, to leave 
an hour unoccupied for the serio © -alities of eternity. I 
could say, with Burns, 


« When ranting round in plee shag, 
Religion may be blinded ; 
Or if she give a random sting, 


It way be little minded.” 5 

It was. I think, in the ssmmer df 1810. tha: ~© «tous con- 
ferences vere holden by the ycung people ia thi: © eco. The 
Holy Spirit operated powerful)y oa many of my oc uaint+ 
ance. On myself, as I-though), some. I was coo 0 orably 
affected. Perhaps it was ail owng to sympathy. .. ow 
not. Atleast, I think I could (ica sincerely wisn © ycelf 
to be “ both almost and altezet'ic’’’ as they were. | id 
even envy them their feelines, ho vever poignant, becavce I 
looked at their happy consec «ices. Aud when at lensia I 
heard, from-ihe-lizs.of our | orthy pastor, the creed and 
covenant they adopted, mingi: ” ‘cars of joy and regretsvould 
scarce suffer me to cast a glar’) oa my now happy compan- 


ions. ‘“ Why,” thought I, “ do / not stand with them in the 
aisle? Must I then be shut forever from the kingdom of 
Christ ?”? There was nothing, I thought, in the creed, which 
i did not fully believe; nor in the covenant, by which I could 
not be willingly bound. But the opportunity, I thought, was 
past ; and my impressions gradually wore off. I was not, 
however, suffered wholly to relapse. I had wilfully set at 
naught all those kind and luring invitations to accept of sal- 
vation ; I was next to be, as it were, urged to it by arguments 
of a different nature. In the winter following, that dreadful 
disorder broke out among us, called the spotted fever ; which 
in an hour’s time reduced the stoutest frame that breathed, to 
a lifeless clod. Some of my dearest friends fell victims to 
its rage. “ Who knows,” thought I, ‘how soon J may follow 
them ?—follow them! where? to Heaven ?—But I have no 
business there ; no happy mansion stands prepared for me ! 
to hell >-~—Must I then, perhaps this hour, take up my abode 
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with damned. fiends, to be tormented without measure, ‘and 
without end !”—I knew my reasoning was correct; but I had 
arrived at an awful conclusion! IT saw my danger. My alarm 
was excessive. For atime I had no power to eat or drink, 

much less to sleep. My friends thought me unwell; but it 
was my soul alone that was sick, and that “ nigh unto death.” 
i was however in too much agitation to reflect or reason in 
the only salutary way. 

My alarm subsided, with the sense of immediate danger ; 
and the grief for my bereavements was tranquilized into that 
calm of resignation emphatically styled, “ The sabbath of 
the mind.”” ‘This was a right frame for religious exercises of 
mind. But, alas! the Holy Spirit, who “ shall not always 
strive with man,” had then apparently left striving with me! 
But why should I be tedious? 1 entered college; attended 
the public worship ; assisted in forming a moral society ; ail 
which I thought was right; and I was not, I hope, without 
now and then a proper feeling of soul, or at least a serious 
thought. One circumstance, in particular, I cannot forbear 
noticing; calling on our Pastor and Professor S. one Sabbath 
morning, to furnish him the words of “ Tamworth,” with the. 
performance of which our musical society wished to close 
the afternoon exercises of public worship, I asked him if the 
hymn were # swztable one ?>—“ Perfectly.” After casting his 
eye over it for a moment, he turned to me, with an air of 
ara. I shall aot soon forget.—“‘ Are you not shocked,” 

says he, “ at the glaring hypocrisy of these who dare to sing 
these words; with a heart unrecvnciled sien: ? How can we 
say, ‘Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,’ when we are not 
only refusing to be guided by him, but to acknowledge him 
our Sovereisn? ‘ Bread of heaven, feed me, till I want no 
more.’—Is this the language of mortals, who not only have 
no desire to be fed with the bread of lite, but who loathe and 
cast it from them with scorn?” It was too much; I was 
sensibly affected. He observed it. Nay, says he, the cen- 
sure belongs to us all.” But J thought it exclusively mine. 
Arrived at my room, I half determined, immex jiately to return 
to the dear holy man, with the jailor’s earnest enquiry in my 
mouth. But I dared not. I feared J was not fit; and that by 
so deing } should only be adding hypocrisy to sin. I was soon 
to leave College ; I did so, and engaged in this Academy. In 
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fine, here I am still. T fear, very much fear, no better than 
in years past— no better than ethers—than publicans and 
hypocrites.” Yea, “ the harvest is past, the summer is end- 
ed, and we are not saved !” But must [ give way to despair? 
No, I cannot. My day of grace, I hope, is not yet entirely 
past. Or if, as I have richly deserved, I “ have been fore- 
ordained unto this condemnation,’ why was I not born a 
Hindoo, a Hottentot, and not in this gospel land, this land 
of Bibles, of ministers, of Sabbaths, of religious ordinances ? 
Why, O why, was I the son of parents, who were not only 
able to instruct me in the right way, but very anxious and 
earnest to induce me to pursue it; and who have, by their 
own example, as it were, taken me by the hand and led me 
in the way everlasting, that [ might thus not only destroy 
myself, but by despising the most distinguished mercies, se- 
cure for my punishment the hottest flames of hell! But I 
must forbear; and at the same time request you not to answer 
this till you receive something more ; which health permitting, 
shall be forwarded soon by mail. In the mean time, will 
my dear christian father, pray for the spiritual welfare, and 
accept of the renewed testimony of the love and respect of 
his ever dutiful son. 


—_— ——--- 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


‘¢ We’ve seen an end to what we call, 
Perfection here below.” 


We have seen the tall youth exulting in his health and 
sirength. In a few days he was laid on the bed of sickness ; 
the cold hand of death was upon him; he could no longer 
move; his bearers carried him to the grave, where, helpless 
and unresisting, he was burried beneath the cold clods of the 
valley ! 

We have seen the proud female glorying in her beauty. 
In a few years, the hand of Time bore away the much-valued 
prize, and naught of worth remained; therefore, she was 
unadorned, unhappy and neglected; for every valuable ac- 
quirement had been sacrificed at the shrine of Beauty. 





; oe 





An Affecting Narrative. 205 


We have seen the wealthy man glorying in his riches, and 
defying God and man to render him wretched. We have 
seen the hand of disease on him also; he sunk in anguish 
under the stroke ; he cursed the day of his birth which intro- 
duced him into this world of misery; his riches were stil} 
his own, but they denied him even the common blessing of 
repose ; for his lands, his books, his goods, needed close in- 
spection: even the night, when the labourer may sweetly 
rest, tis hapless man must watch and scheme plans to pre- 
vent the losses and invasions of the morrow. 

We have seen an idol child torn from his half-distracted 
parents, and we have scen ai idol child spared until he had 
brought the grey hairs of his parents with sorrow to the 


grave! 


We have seen the wreck cf mental charms—have seen the 
Maniac trace the streets, lust to every sense of propriety 5 
pleased wiih a straw, unconscivus of the event which turned 
him from the habitations of man: a wretched wanderer, in 
the wide heath, the lengthened plain, and o’er the world ! 

Such is the miserable state of man :—to-day, basking in 
the sunshine of prosperity ;—to-morrow, forlorn, deserted, 
and miserable beyond the hope of recovery. But, there is a 
good within the reach of mortals, eternal as the heavens, and 
firm as its foundations O! the folly of our natures ; the 
blindness which leads us to forsake this fountain of living 
waters, and hew out broken c isterns, which incline us to lean 
on reeds for support; which will pierce our hearts with me- 
‘my sorrows! 


AN AFFECTING NARRATIVE, 
RELATED AT A BIBLE MEETING. 


Two little boys, decently clothed, the eldest appearing 
about thirteen, and the youngest eleven, called at the Lodz- 
ing House for Vagrants in Warrington, Eng. for a night’s 
lodging ; the keeper of the house, very. properly, took them 
to the Vag ant Office to be examined ; and, if proper objects, 
to be relieved. ‘The account they gave of themselves was ex- 
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tcemely affecting; and no doubt was entertained of its truth. 
It appeared, that but a few weeks had elapsed since these 

poor little wanderers had resided with their parents in Lor. 
don. ‘The typhus fever, however, in one day, carried off 
hoth father and mother, le ving them orphans, in a wide 
world, without a home and without friends! acimedintely 
after the last mournful tribute had been paid to their parents’ 

memory, having an uncle in Liverpool—poor and destitute 
as they were, they resolved to go and throw themselves upon 
his protection. "Tired therefore, and faint, they arrived in 
this town on their way. ‘Two bundles contained their little 
all. Inthe youngest boy’s was found, neatly covered and 
carfully preserved, a Bible. The keeper of the lodging 
house, addressing the little boy, said, “ You have neither 
money nor meat, will you sell me this litle? I will give five 

shillings for it. ** No!” exclaimed he, (the tears rolling down 
his youthful cheeks,) “ Pll starve firsi.” He then said, 

“There are plenty of books to be bought besides this: w hy 
do you love the Bible so much :” He rep lied, ** No bock has 
stood my friend so much as my Bible” ‘ Why, what has 
your Bible done for your” saidhe. fle answered, “wi en 
I was a little boy, about seven years of age, I became a Sun- 
day Scholar, in London; through the kind attention of my 
master, [soon learnt to read my Bible: this Bible, young 
as I was, showe’ me that I was a sinner, and a great one too; 
it also pointed me to a Saviour; and | thank God that I have 
found mercy at the hand of Christ, and- am not ashamed to 
confess him before the world.”—To try him still further, six 
shillings was then offered hiin for his Bible. “No,” said he, 
“for it has been my support all the way from Lendon: 
hungry and weary, often have I sat down by the way side 
to read my Bible, and have found refreshment from it.” 
Thus did he experience the consolations of the Psalmist, 

when he said, “In the multitude of the sorrows that I had 
in my heart, thy comforts have refreshed my soul.” He 
was then asked—“ What will you de, when you get to Liv- 
erpool, should your uncle refuse to take you in?” His re- 
ply may excite a blush in many established Christians. “ My 
Bible, tells me,” said he, “ When my father and mother for- 
sake me, then the Lord will take me up.” ‘The man could 
go no further, tears choaked his utterance, and they botie 
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wept together. They had in their pockets, tickets, rewards 
for their good conduct, from the school to which they be- 
longed, and thankfulness and humility were visible in all 
their deportment. At night these two little orphans, bend- 
ing their knees by the side of their bed, committed themselves 
to the care of their heavenly Father—to Him whose ears are 
ever open to the prayers of the poor destitute; and to Hina 
who has said, “ Call upon me in the day of trouble: I wiil 
deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.” The next morning 
these refreshed little wanderers arose early, addressed them- 
selves to their journey, and set out for the town of Liverpool ; 
and, may He who hears the ravens when they cry, near and 
answer their petitions, guide them through time, and bless 
them in eternity. 

Now, Mr. Editor, this little simple fact appears to me te 
address itself to the hearts of three different classes in society : 
and I must claim your indulgence while I mention what ! 
think it says to each. To the rich it seems to say, “ me ey 
hold not from the poor that blessed book, the Bible, whic! 
so peculiarly ¢ calculated to afford them comfort and elite: a- 
tion in the trying hour of affliction and woe!” To the poor, ii 
seems ta say, “ Leara to count those persons your greatest 
enemies, who wish, in the present day, so maliciously, and 
so wickedly to weaken your faith in the Bible, and in its Di- 

fine Author!” And to the members of Bible and Sunday 
= hool Societies, it seems to say, “ Be not weary in well do- 
g, for, in due season you shall reap, if you faint not.” 

os have lately learnt, Mr. Editor, with some degree of sur- 
prise, that it is supposed there are not more than fifteen mil- 
lions of copies of the sacred Scriptures extant throughout the 
world. Consequently, if the world contains, as is supposed, 
one thousand millions of inhabitants, then the appalling fact, 
that there are nine hundred and eighty-five millions of our 
fellow-creatures destitute of the Bible, is forced upon our at- 
tention! nine hundred and eighty-five millions of immortal 
souls perishing for Jack of knowledge! nine hundred and 
eighty five millions ef dying creatures deprived of perusing 
those sacred pages, which are able to make them wise unto 
salvation, through faith, which is in Christ Jesus! Oh, sir, 
who would think it credible, that the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ should have been in the world for a period of 
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upwards of seventeen hundred years, and yet, that nine 
hundied and eiglity- five millions of the human race should 
be still destitute of that book, which records the agony and 
death of its divine and giorious Author: On, “ tell it not m 
fsath, publish it noi.” &c. 


meee 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
OSAGE MISSION. 


The delight, gratitude, and charities of the Christian 
public have lately been excited by the outfitting of a very in- 
teresting missionary expedition, destined to a station on the 
Arkansaw river, about 300 miles from its mouth. The sta- 
tion is to be called Union, in honour of the United Foreign 
Missionary Society, under whose particular patronage the 
Mission has originated. The Mission Family assembled 
in Nev -York on the 15th of April. A list of their names is 
as follows: 

Rev. William F. Vaill, wife and four children, of North 
Guilford, Ct. 

Rev. Epaphras Chapman and wife, E. Haddam, Ct. 

Dr. Marcus Palmer, Greenwich, Ct, Physician of the Es- 
tablishment. 

Mr. Abrm. Redfield, Orange co. N. Y. Treasurer of the 
family, ‘Teacher, and carpenter. 

Mr. Stephen Spaulding, Colchester, Ct. Teacher. 

Mr. Stephen Fuller, Husbandman. 

Mr. Alexander Woodruff, Newark, N. J. Blacksmith. 

Messrs. Wm. C. Requea, and George Requea, West 
Chesier County, N. Y. 

Miss Clarissa Johnsen, Colchester, Ct. ) 

— Susan Lines, Reading, Ct. 

— Dolly E. Hoyt, Danbury, Ct. 

— Eliza Cleaver, Litchfield, Ct. 
— Mary Foster, city of N. York, and 
— Phoebe Beach, 5 

Under date of April :18th, the the Editor of the New- 
York Spectator thus writes :— 

‘* A very solemn and interesting meeting took place last 
evening in the Middle Dutch Church, for religious exercises, 


> Teachers, &c. 
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preparatary to the departure of the Mission Family to the 
Osage Tribe of Indians. ‘The exercises were as follows : 

Introductory prayer, by the Rev. B. E. M‘Leod. 

Address and charge to the Mission Family, by the Rev.» 
Dr. Milledoler 

Address to the Board of Managers and the Audience, by 
the Rev. Mr. Chapman, one of the Mission. 

Address by the Rev. Mr. Vaill, the Superintendent of the 
Mission I ‘amily. 

Concluding prayer by the Rev. Dr. Richards. 

The exercises were all highly appropriate and interesting. 
A more gratilying scene to the Christian, and to the friends 
of Missions, it is believed, was never witnessed i in this city. 

A collection of about three hundred dollars was taken up 
for the benefit of the Mission ; and the donations of articles 
necessary for their use and comfort, made in this city, have 
been liberal and very creditable to our citizens. 

This interesting group, who have thus voluntarily set them- 
selves apart for the service of God, as the heralds of the 
Gospel of His Son, are now about to take their departure. 
They will leave to-morrow, or the day after, for those re- 
gions where the standard of the cross has never yet beén un- 
furled—where the wilderness instead of resounding wit! the 
songs of praise to our Creator, has eehoed with shouts of pa- 
gan idolatry, and the terrific war-whoop of the savage. May 
the God of Peace go and abide with them, and direct and 
crown their efforts in his service with abundant success.” 

April 20th, he further writes :— 

“ This interesting family left our city this morning, in the 
steam-boat Olive Branch. They were attended to the boat 
by the Board of Missions, and a vast concourse of friends. 
Before the steam boat left the wharf, the Rev. Mr. Mille- 
doler addressed the throne of grace, ‘committing the family 
to the care and protection of the God of Missions. 

On ‘Tuesday evening the farewell meeting was held in the 
Brick Meeting House. At an early hour, the house was filled 
to overflowing ; and it is computed that not more than one- 
fourth of the persons who went for the purpose of w itues- 
sing the interesting exercises, were able to find seats.” 

The exercises of the evening consisted of several prayers 
and addresses, interspersed with appropriate hymns; all of 
which were conducted ina purity of spirit of the occasion. 
18* 
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The following interesting accouut of their visit to the 
city of Philadelphia is given by the Edyor of the Religious 
Remembrancer. 

‘Our city has been favoured with a visit by the Mission 
Family on their way to the Arkansaw. This interesting 
company, consisting ‘of twenty-one persons, including four 
children, arrived on Saturday last. On Sabbath evening a 
meeting was held in the 2d Presbyterian Church, when a nv- 
merous audience convened. A well-adapted sermon was 
preached by the Rev. Mr. Vaill, one of the missionaries, af- 
ter which his colleague, the Rev. Mr. Chapman, gave a con- 
cise narrative of his late tour through the country whither 
they are going. Prayer was then offered, and suitable ad- 
dresses were delivered by several of the ministers of our city ; 
and a collection made in aid of this evangelical enterprise. 

On Tuesday evening a party prayer meeting was held 
with the Mission Family, in the first Dutch Reformed 
Church. The house though spacious, was not sufficient to 
contain all who wished to participate in the grateful exercise 
of uniting their supplications to Zion’s God for the advance- 
ment of the Mediator’s Kingdom. Prayer was ofiered by 
the Rev. Messrs. Hoff and Parker, and Dr. Janeway. An 
approptiate address was delivered by the Rev. Mr. M‘Car- 
tee. A statement of the nature and design of the mission was 
given bythe Rev. Dr. Ely. An affectionate and solemn 
admonitory address to the Mission Family, by the Rev. Dr. 
Neil, was feelingly responded to in their behalf by the Rev. 

ir. Vaill. After singing a hymn written for the purpose, 
the interesting and impressive services of the evening were 
closed with the benediction from Dr. Janeway. 

The design of the Mission is to redeem from ignorance 
and barbarism the Osage Indians, in the remote parts of 
our country, in the vicinity of the Arkansaw and Red rivers, 
about 2,300 miles distant from our city. 

The little band have resumed their journey, and are fol- 
towed by the prayers of Christians, and the best wishes for 
their success of the friends of humanity. 

We have seldom witnessed a more general excitement of 
pious interest and Christian feeling, than was evinced on this 
occasion ; and we hope, that in a little time, we shall enjoy 
the privilege of adding to the accounts from Brainerd and 
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Liliot of the triumphs of the cross, and the progress of civili- 
zation, similar heart-cheering advices from Union.” 

A young lady in Lancaster, Pa. in a letter to the Rev. Dr. 
Ely, dated May 3d, giving an account of the reception of the 
Mission Famity, writes, “On Sabbath Mr. Vaill delivered 
a missionary sermon, to a respectable audience, after which 
a collection was raised for their use, amounting to twenty- 
two dollars and a half, in addition to which a donation of 
twenty dollars was given by a gentleman, making forty-two 
dollars and a half. ‘The interest excited here by them, was 
greater than has been experienced for a considerable time. 
On Monday they took their Jast, and perhaps forever fare- 
well from us. With their motives to engage in so jaudable 
an enterprize, we cannot but trust and hope the Lord wil! 
prosper them. 


oe 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


REVIVAL IN A SABBATH SCHOOL. 
SIR, 

It has been thought by a judicious friend, that an account 
of the revivals in the Sabbath Schools, at Lewis, Essex coun- 
ty, New-York, would be interesting to the Christian public. 
If you think the following worthy of a place in your paper, 
you are at liberty to insert it. 

It will ever retresh the hearts of Christians, to hear the 
wonderful works of God, in the conversion of their fellow 
men. But when the powerful energies of His Spirit are dis- 
played in renewing the young and bringing them to Christ, 
the work becomes more deeply interesting ; such a display of 
his grace has been witnessed, the past winter in Lewis. I 
commenced teaching a school in that place, about the first of 
December last, and soon after a Sabbath School was imstitut- 
ed. A generalattendance of the youth was requested. Nine- 
teen attended the first school and recited; thirty-six the 
second; and forty-two the third. ‘They were from six to 
twenty-six yearsof age. ‘The number of scholars soon after 
increased to between eighty and ninety. At that time a general 
stupidity on the subject of religion prevailed; and ior some time 
after, no particular seriousness was discovered on the minds 
of any. On the contrary, all appeared thoughtless aud un- 
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concerned. with regard to the eternal destinies of their souls. 
Oppcrtunities were sougnt anc nuproved, for conversing with 
thein individually ; and they were exhorted to give an imme - 
diate and selemn attention to the su ject of re ligion. The 
compassion of the Saviour, and the guilt of neglecting his in- 
vitations of mercy, were set before them. All this they 
seemed to regard with cold indiflerence. Not far from the 
micidle of December, there were some tokens of approaching 
good. A general and increasing anxiety to read the scrip- 
tures, was very manifest: and they appeared to listen to reli- 
gious instruction, with uncommon interest. Some individu- 
als began to be thoughtful. The first Sabbath in January 
was a solemn day. A sermon was addressed to Christians 
on the importance of a revival of religion. All were atten- 
tive. ‘The monthly cencert of pe was held the next 
day atevening. Some of the youth present were affected. 

Tuesday morning I went into the school house, and found 
several scholars in tears. Others came in soon after, appar- 
ently in great distress. ‘The cause was soon apparent—it was 
deep conviction of sin. This will long be remembered by 
all who witnessed this interesting scene. At the close of the 
school, every remaining doubt, that a work of God had com- 
menced amo ng these youth, was removed. ‘Uhey were then 
told that the Holy Spirit was evidently operating on their 
hearts, and entreated, as they valued their future and eternal 
happiness, not to “ grieve the Spirit.” This declaration seem- 
ed like a shock of electricity, reaching every heart. ‘They 
appeared unwilling to depart ; and, when they were told that 
it was necessary for them to return to their homes, they went 
away with great reluctance. ‘The following day they return- 
ed still more solemn. In the afternoon, when I entered the 
school, I found them, in different parts of the house, reading 
their Bibles ‘The sight was afiecting. It had been object- 
ed to the Sabbath school, that it would interrupt their other 
stuiles. ‘To remove this objection, they were prohibited 
from reading the bible in school hours. ‘They now came, 
entreating that they migit read it, adding, “ we can read 
nothing else.” ‘This request was ’ cheerfully granted; and 
there was soon reason to rejoice at the cffect. ‘The more they 
read the scriptures. the more pungent were their convictions 
of sin, andthe more earnest their desire to be delivered from 
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itspewer. While reading, they were frequently observed to 
weep with the greatest agitation of mind. Several came to 
the Sabbath school on the following Sabbath, who had not 
been in the other school during the week. When they saw 
the distress of their companions, they begas: to enquire, “Does 
not this subject concern us also?” Four of them were struck 
with powerful conviciion. 

The seriousness continued about twelve days, when it be- 
gan to decrease ; and there was less visible anxiety about eter- 
nal things. Fears were entertained that the rich blessing, 
wich we anticipated, would be lost. But our prospects soon 
began to brighten. ‘T'wo individuals, who had been for some 
time under pungent conviction began to rejoice in their Sav- 
iour, and to express their astonishment, that they had been se 
long blind to all the excellence of His character. 

Conferences soon became crowded and solemn ; and chris- 
tians were animated and ardent in their addresses to the 
throne of grace. A meeting was anpointed for the express 
purpose of conversing with those who were enquiring. At 
this meeting unusual solemnity pervaded every countenance. 
All were silent as the hour of death. It was evident that the - 
Lord was there. At the close of the meeting, those. who reé- 
quested the prayers of Chiistians, were requested to rise. 
The request was no sooner made, thae all unanimously rose. 
Another meeting was appointed for the same purpose, and in- 
stead of the solemn silence, which prevailed at the former, 
sinners labouring under the horrors of an awakened con- 
science, wept aloud. Nothing was said to excite passions; 
but an address was made to the understanding. When the 
exercises were closed, not an individual left the house, until 
they were told, it was their duty to keep seasonable hours. 
Then they said, “ How can we go away without an interest in 
the Saviour? Do pray for us, or we shall perish.” One, 
who had resisted all the pressing invitations of pious friends, 
and remained thoughtless amid the general concern, was ar- 
rested while going to this meeting, and led to see the awful 
depravity of herheart. She remained three days in the deep- 
est anguish, when she was brought to rejoice in her Saviour. 
‘The number of hopeful converts was soon increased to six- 
teen, from twelve to twenty-three years of age. This work 
of the Lord, however, was not exclusively confined to children 
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and youth; those more advanced in life were brought to lay 
down the weapons of their rebellion, and join the song of re- 
deeming love. ‘There are now thirty-five, who are rejoicing 
in hope of a blessed immortality ; twenty-seven of whom are 
members of the Sabbath school. Others are enquiring for 
the way to life. ‘Those who have hope give very good evi- 
dence of a change of heart.—Twenty of them have recently 
been received into the Church. 

The work is at present confined, principally, to two school 
districts which are united in the Sabbath school. Although 
not extensive, it is very general. Almost every house has 
been visited with seriousness. And it is to be hoped that 
the Lord has many rich blessings for that people. 

fieligrous Reporter. 


A letter from a clergyman in Ohio to the P'ditor of the Pan- 
oplist, dated March 30th, contains the following para- 
graph: 

“T have lately returned from the eastern part of the Re- 
serve, where I spent nearly two weeks as a missionary. 
There is a powerful work of the Divine Spirit in a number of 
towns in ‘Trumbull county. ‘i he ~laces most highly javour- 
ed are Kinsman, Vernon, Hartford, Westfield, Bazeta, How- 
land, and Warren. ‘Twenty-two were added to the Church 
in Warren on the last Sabbath. In Kinsman, Yernon and 
Ha tford, wuich are uuder the pastoral care of one minister, 
it is supposed that not less thon one Aundred and thirty are 
indulging hopes, that they have passed from death unto life 
withis the course of five or six weeks. Let the friends of 
missions, who have contributed to send ministers of the Gos- 
pel into this western country, bless God, that the seed which 
has been sown by means of their liberality, is now springing 
up and bringing forth a rich harvest. 


BIBLICAL SOCIETY OF NEW-HAVEN. 
CONSTITUTION. 


Arr. I. This Society shall be called the Brsuicau So- 
e1Ery of New-Haven. 
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Art. Il. The object of this Society shall be to acquire 
knowledge of the Scriptures. 

Art. III. The Society shall be composed of young per- 
sons over the age of fourteen years. 

Arr. IV. The Members shall appoint a Superintendent, 
or Superintendents, who shall direct in ail meetings of the 
Society, and hear the recitations, or designate persons to hear 
them. 

Arr. V_ The meetings of the Society shall be held at such 
time and place as shali be agreed upon by the Members. 

Arr. VI. Each member shall attend every meeting of 
the Society, unless especially prevented, and repeat some 
portion of the Sacred Scriptures, previously committed to 
memory, or recite from some approved catechism, or book 
of scripture questions. 

Arr. VII. During the meetings of the Society, each mem- 
ber shall observe attention and sileuce. 

Arr. VIII. No person known to be profane, and con- 
tinuing so, shall be considered a member of this Society. 

Arr. IX. E very meeting shall be opened, or closed, with 
singing, or prayer. a 

Art. X. ‘This Constitution may be altered by a majority 
ty of the Members. 


PRESENT REGULATIONS. 


The meetings of the Society are held every Monday even- 
ing, at the Conference-room in Crange street, commencing 
precisely at half past seven o'clock 

The members recite to each other about 10 verses of Scrip- 
ture, and as many answers from Perkins’ Catechism as have 
been previously designated by the Supe rintendents. 

For the accommodation of ‘those who cannot meet so con- 
veniently on Monday evening, a meeting ts also held on ine 
Sabbath, 1 o’clock, P. M. at the North Meeting house 3 and 
the members recite to each other the same number of verses 
from the Scriptures. 

After the recitations, such explanations or remarks are 
made in connection with the lesson, by the Superintendents, 
as they think proper. 

May, 1820, 








Poetry. 
COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
LINES 
ON THE MISSION TO THE SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


Say, stranger, say, what ship is that, and whither bound, 
We see, slow moving, quit the shore ; 

While on the strand, in throngs, the weeping friends surround, 
Like friends who part to meet no more? 


* That ship is bound from Boston, to the Sandwich isles; 
The Misssionary name it wears; 

To cheer the night that hangs o’er ’wyhee’s moral wilds, 
A missionary freight it bears. 


Hail, blessed ship! may you the news of Jesus bear, 
To that far distant gloomy shore ; 

And peaceful plant the ensigns of salvation there, 
Where men their wooden gods adore. 


Xn rich abundance, may their Master’s Spirit rest 
Upon those heralds of the Lord, 

And crowds of dying heathen, by their means be blest, 
Who go to preach their Master’s word. 


Nor let religion cheer the Sandwich isles alone ; 
Let each bewildered, morta’ race, 

Their sin-forgiving God, and gracious Saviour own, 
And taste the riches of his grace. 


Their Saviour’s cause let Christians aid with heart and hand, 
Nor let this bright exam) le go 

Unparalleled; but send suc ‘h ships to every lan, 
Till every land their Jesus know. 


Compar’d with evarlasting bliss or endless woe, 
How mean appears the finest gold ;— 

Could we not then our needless luxuries forego, 
To guide to Heaven a single soul. 





